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CANDID KIN.THIS AND THAT. BREVITIES OF FUN.EMBALMED MILS.

Becoming One el the Serioui Probltau
f the Modern City.

"Embalmed milk is rapidly deve-

loping into one of the mom serioui

problems of the modern city," said an
observant citizen to a writer for the
New Orleans Times-Democra- t, "and,

judging from the amount of space de-

voted to the question in agricultural
and dairy journals, persons engaged
in the dairy business are fully alive
to the importance of the matter. I
notice that in Chicago the discovery
has been made that the milk fur-

nished the public institutions is lib-

erally embalmed with formalin, what

when to our straining ears was borne
the familiar and then jolly welcome
sound of cavalry dashing along and

accoutrements rattling, and, with a

hearty cheer, a stjuadron of our cav-

alry, led by Col. Watcher himself,
charged into the open space and into
the remnant of natives, who had de-

ferred to make their est ape uon the
tirst alarm. We stood up and waved

our helmet:-- , and it wasn't longbefore
we were all down beside the colonel.
Brisbane and I looked the other way
and talked when the colonel met his

child, but a minute or two afterwards
he called us over to him and intro-

duced her as his daughter, Miss Ev-

elyn Watcher, who now, I am glad to

say. is Mrs. Bob Stevens," and he

THE FAIREST GIFT.

It I might rive the world one sift.
And choose It as I pleased; if through

Some miracle 'twere mine to lift
A hard nd thereby set a new
Condition over men. 1 would not strew

Before them riches that they seek y,

J would not be Induced to sweep away-On-

task that Uod h- -s eivm them to do.

I would not make the dark days fair.
Nor curb the bitter winds that blow.

Kor deck the streams with lilies where
The angry, muddy waters flow;
I would not bring the lordly master low,

Nor raise the servant up who cringes now.
He that Is plowing still should guide the

plow,
Tears still should wash away the w idow's

woe.

1 would not heed his bitter cry
Who calls upon the poor to wrest

FTora them host palace walls are hijth
Cold for the staivii g and oppressed.
But he that has within his honest breast

The fear thai Wrong Is spreading here
htUiw

I would with glad conviction give to know
, That (iod's world still is rising to Its best.
S. E. Riser, in Chicago Kecord-Heral-

Sing's work, I'll bet my rat ions,' mut-

tered Brisbane, as we dropped to the?

ground. 'One thing is certain.' I re-

marked, 'if the music stops, she is

doomed. As long as that continues
the cobras will cot touch her.'

"'How to rescue her, that's the

problem.' said Brisbane. 'By the
roof. Come, we'll make a rope of our

stirrup leathers,' 1 replied, and we

hurried to our horse. We speedily
had a rope, made of all the harntss
that we could possibly use; then w rit-

ing a note for urgent and immediate

help, stuck it in my saddle and started
both horses swiftly back to our head-

quarters. It was thtu one p. m. If
our horses went straight back they
would reach camp in less than three
hours, and we could count upon assist-

ance arriving thrte or four hours

after.
"There was only one place where

we could get up on the roof, and only
one could get up at a time. It was

hard and dangerous work. The stone-

work was quite irregular, being partly
ruined, which, however, rendered our

FOILED BY A VIOLIN.

j H. J. TE'wl'LK HILL (MKLII AR

We were rushing along in a Pull-

man on one of the Indian railways
Bob Stevens, .luck Trelawmy ami

myself, going home on furlough, and

jolly glad to escape the baking hot
' nd tiresome climate of India. We

daslitd along through the wild jungle;
then '.i- -t some native villages sim-

mering in the heat, liy and by we

reached a rather more different

piece of country, and in a distant

clearing a small half-ruine- d temple
was si en.

!!ub Stevens shuddered and said:

''1 can neve r look at that t in pie with-

out shuddering, as I had an experi-

ence there that deepened my first bad

impression of Indian character, and

priests especially.''
- "Spin us a yarn, old man," and

.Trelawnty filled up the glasses.
"Well, as it is somewhat of a relief

Ho me, I will. Take a good look at
fthe tunple," and we all looked at it,

agcrly and attentively. It was an

ordinary type of Indian temple, part-

ly in ruins, dark and dismal, and of

mailer size than usual.

"You remember the stateof unrest

ihat prevail d up in that region in

38 began Stevens, "and how that

fanatic, Rham Sing, was continually
. stirring up the natives io rebellion.

He ran foul of Col. Watcher, and

iinee thtn vowed that the vengeance
of the Buddha should dog his foot-

steps. AY ell, one night, or evening
rather. Brisbane and myself received

some important dispatches from I'ol.

Watcher, whose daughter bad been

kidnaped the night before, and

were instructed to ride with all

speed to Maj., McDonald, who was

encamped at K , deliver dis-

patches and ask him to join in the

A Wo nun Declarea They Ce Bo Ttct
in Social JJUlrv

"Men are dreadfully brusque some

times," sighed Belinda. "The other

night my brother and I went to tha
houie of a friend to a reception. It
was a hot niirht and the hous

as crowded and there wasn't any-

thing to do but to stand around anil
talk to the people one could reach,
while the people one really wanted to
talk with could only be seen at a dis
tance and aver a sea of intervening
heads. In addition, the croquettes
were cold and the ice cream warm, s

when we finally got away both my
brother and I said: 'Thank Heaveu'

quite reverently and went to a hotel
and had supper.

"The neit day ail of my friendi
whom I met asked: 'Didn't you hav

lovely time at the Blank' la.st

night?' and I invariably replied: 'De--

wghtful. Then we went on our sep-

arate ways. When they asked my
brother the same question he an
swered with a frankness that ap
palled and embarrassed me: 'No, I
did not. I had the stupidest time o!

my life, and, say, they'd better get an-

other chef the next time they enter-

tain, for the supper was awful.' i

" 'Here,' said Belinda, 'I trace a
strong point of difference between
men and women. The average girl
has too much pride to let it be known
t hat she has gone to an entertainment
and has still failed to be entertained.
I uw one pretty guilelesa looking
creature sit alone one night at a danca
for nine straight dances; then I had
compassion on her and sent my escort
and a couple of other men to ask her
for the remaining. two-tep- s and
waltzes-- . She danced four times in all,
yet the next time she saw me Ehe said'
she'd had a real delirious time at that
ball, a delightful,

time, and, she added, modestly,
that ehe had been quite a belle. A
man under the same circumstances,
though they had been of hieown mak-

ing, asked if he had enjoyed himself,
would have replied emphatically and
vulgarly: 'No, I didn't. I had
fierce time.' ,

"Why, I know of one lord of crea-
tion who told some friends that his
honeymoon had been very iiresofne.
and of another who in bidding hi
host good-b- y after a yachting trip re
marked that he had had a pleasant
time, all things considered, but that
water journeys were more or less ot
bores. Imagine a woman doing any
thing so tactless. Why, if it had been

girl instead of a man in the latter
case, though she had been seasick lor
the entire two weeks, though the salt
water and air had ruined her prettiest
gowns, taken the curl out of her hair
and the roses from her complexion,
she would have staggered off the yacht
declaring faintly that she'd had tha
time of her life, and that she'd like to

go again That's the femi

nine idea of true politeness." Balti
more News.

CARBOLIC ACID.

Means Sore Thongh Very Painful Death
to Intending Suicide.

"The conclusion that carbolic acid

is used so extensively now by persona

contemplating suicide because it ia

cheapdoes not seem to be well ground
ed," said a well-know- n New Orleans

physician to a Times-Democr- re

porter. I have observed that
is more extensively used for

the purpose! of suicide now than any
other drug, but the fact that it may ba

cheaper then morphine or laudanum
has nothing to do with the case. I
think I can give a reason that is better

grounded, and no doubt it will ac

count for the popularity ol the drug
with the persons who seek to destroy;
thitnselves. The cause of its use wf

in my judgment, its certainty. When
a person attempts o commit suicida

they really want to die, for they ara
tired of the whole business. They
want to make a sure job of it. Thera
is nothing harder to bear than tha
odium which attaches to the person
who has attempted suicide. Now,

morphine, laudanum and the usual

run of poison may be pumped out of
the stomach. Antidotes may be given
and the effects of he poison may b

overcome in various ways. Friends

may discover the thing in time io

hurry one away in the ambulance to

the hospital, where prompt action on,

the part of a physician will save the
life of the patient. But if a dose of
carbolic acid of sufficient magnitude
is taken, it will do its deadly work be-

fore help can be given, and the patient
usually die in great agony. This is,
in my judgment, why carbolic at id
is now used as a means of suicide by so

many persons. It means-death-
, ar il it

doe! not require long for ike cUi , i..

Wcooe.eitha,"

"What do you think of destroying
the mosquito with oil?" "Crude
isn't it?" Cleveland Plain Dealer.

The Man "Can't I get a short cut

through this field?" The Boy "Yes,
if you don't get a long toss from the
bull." Indianapolis News.

Burroughs "Hello, old man! I'm

just back from my vacation " Phoxj
"Awfully sorry, but I can't do it.

I'm borrowing money myself these

days." Philadelphia Record.

"That'a good counsel the new

preacher gave us," said the deacon.
"Which is?" "Love yer neighbor
w hile he sleeps, but watch him while
he wakes." Atlanta Constitution.

May "Mr. lluggard called on you
last evening, didn't he?" Fay "Y'es,
and he made me very tired." May
"I suppose he tried tokisyou?" Fay

"Y'es, and-ever- y time he kissed me

I had to slap him." Philadelphia
Press. '

Mrs. House-kee- "Do you really-mea-

to say you are kxiking for
work?" lkrvard Hasben "No,

lady, that's neither what I said nor
what I meant to say. I said I was

looking for employment." Philadel
phia Press.

"Well, this is pretty rough," la-

mented Mr. Laertes O'Hamme, the
eminent actor. "Just as I have suc-

ceeded in curing myself of the ciga-

rette habit lam oast in the role of the

heavy villain for the whole season."
Baltimore American.

ABSENT-MINDE- D PROFESSOR.

Carried OS Hit Brother! Apparel I

iteid of Hit Own.

The absent-mindedne- of Dr. Al
fred Emerson, the archaeologist,

formerly of the Johns Hopkins uni

versity, and who is now abroad mak-

ing a collection of antiques for the

museum of the L diversity of Call-

fornia, is well known among his Bal

timore friends, says the Sun.
The memorable occasion when

booked for a public lecture at the
Hopkins he let his audience wait in

ghastly suspense while he, all uncon-

scious of the engagement, was found

busily employed unpacking a box of

casts, will long be remembered. Hit
oarcfulTy adjusting a fresh collar over
one already on, his going to the ata-ti-

and forgetting to take his train,
are historic in university lore, but it
remains for his friend and

Mr. Joseph Thatcher Clark,
of the British museum, to tell the fol-

lowing story:
The pair were en route to make

some important excavations, and had
reached southern Europe when Dr.
Emerson appeared with an indignant
face and a letter from America in his
hand. He explained that the letter
was from one of his several brothers,
accusing him of having abstnt-mind-ed- ly

carried off several shirts belong-

ing to the brother when starting
abriad.

"To prove how basely false and un-

just his suspicions arc," said the
troubled doctor, "I will get all my
shirts and spread them out before

you, and see if you can find a single
one bearing any initial other than

my own."
The shirts, 11 m number, were pro-

duced, and consternation followed
when they were found to be variously
labeled Arthur Hale, O. Emerson, H.

Emerson, I. Z., N. F. K. In fact, all

except two, these bearing no label at
all and presumably Dr. Emerson's,
bore initials other than his own.

Bydrogrtphy in Japan.

Japan has now, next to the United

Slates, the most completely organ-
ized hydrographic office in the world.
The government has just received a

full set of chart engraving machines
similar to those used by the United
States coast survey. These instru
ments were specially prepared in riiil
adelphia and New York, as were also
the 46J-inc- h spark induction coils for
usein wireless telegraphy, madeforthe
Japanese navy. The latter are now in

use, and Baron Nishi.naval attacheof
the Japanese legation, Washington,
has said that they are working satis

factorily. They are the most power-
ful induction coils of the kind ever
made. Japm and America.

Dynamite Gent Obeolete.

The board of ordnance and fortifi
cations has unanimously decided that
dynamite gun batteries are obsolete
in view of the recent developments in

means of defenie. This means that
we are to have no more of these hat
teries beyond those now in the serv-

ice. As a matterof fact, the dynamite
gun did not use dynamite for firing
high explosives, but wet gun cotton

The experience of past years has dis-

tinctly shown that batteries of this
kind do not meet the reotuixerfiecU"of
toe smic.

Kansas report! a population of

1,467,808, an increase of 23,100 over
last vear.

By October 1 Washington will be re

ceiving its water supply from a new
reservoir.

In the last fiscal year $338,203 gold
was imported into the United States
bv wav of Maine.

It has been found in world's fairs

lasting six months that nearly three- -

fourths of the attendance occurs in
the last three months.

It is noted in the annals of Charle-

magne a a great occurrence that he
sent a contemporary king a present of
tw o silken gowns as the most valuable

gift he could confer.
Out of this country's gold import!

for the fiscal year l'JOl, $37,244,526
came in ore and bullion, and $28,-806,6-

in coin. Of silver, $30,730.-69- 7

came in ore and bullion, $5,653,-34- 4

in coin.
The Livingston vault in Trinity

churchyard, New York, contains

eight caskets, in one of which are the
remains of Robert Fulton, the steam-

boat inventor. Fulton's name is cot
on the vault, nor is his last resting
place marked in any way connected
with his individuality or achieve-

ments. Fulton married a Miss Liv-

ingston. A Fulton monument fund
w as once started, but was without re-

sult.

A NIGHT WITH A CORPSE.

Guest Finds Be Bat Been Sleeping with
a Dead Man.

"I had a harrowing experience in
Hot Springs a few years ago," said a

gentleman at one of the New Orleans
hotels to a Times-Democr- at writer,
"and I shall never forget just how 1

felt. It is no pleasant thing, I assure

you, to wake up in the morning and
find that you have been sleeping with
a dead man practically all night. This
is what happened to me: 1 was stop-

ping out at a place called the Bloom-ingto- n,

out on the hillside, some dis-

tance from the central portion of the
city. There was a Texas judge stop-

ping at the same place, a splendid fel-

low, and as I w as a budding member
of the bar I soon got on friendly terms
with the judge and we occupied a

room together. One night my friend

complained a little at the supper ta-

ble, but did not seem to be very tick.
He retired early. I rolled in about

eight o'clock. The next morning I
got up about six o'clock. I glanced
over toward the judge's bed, but paid
no particular attention to the situa-
tion until after I had gone out into
.the yard. Heentering the room I
again glanced over toward the judge's
bed. He was in a cramped position.
There w as no sign of animation about
the body. I called several times.
There was no response. I became
alarmed. In the next room there was
a nervous, half-dea-d fellow, and we
called him California. I told him

something was the matter with the
judge. He rushed in, grabbed the
body excitedly and found that it was
as stiff as-- a dead man ever gets. The
judge had been dead all night, and I
had been sleeping in the room with
the corpse without knowing it. The
next night was the most miserable

nrght I ever experiepced. I occupied
the room with California. Now, Cali
fornia was nearly dead with consunm
tion, and, to be honest about it, I was
not looking so well myself. Between
California and myself it was a toss-u- p

as to which would pass first. Each, of
coarse, thought the other had a shade
the worst of it. I never slept a wink
that night. Neither did California
He was afraid if he went to sleep he
would wake up and find me dead, and
I felt the same about him. We spent
the whole night in calling each
other."

Mary Williami Montgomery.

Miss Marv Williams Montirnmerv
p

who has received the degree of doctor
ot oriental teaming, was born
Turkey 27 years ago. Her mother
was Miss Emily Reddington, of Home
N. Y., and her father Rev. E. R. Mon

Both went to Turkey a

missionaries under the American
board fConcreeationali. Mint Mont

gomery lived in Turkey until sh was
12 years old, when ahe came to this
country to complete her education
She was eraduated from Wlllev- j
college in 1896, and from there went
to uermany lora postgraeluateconrse
in Berlin university. Mis Mont

gomery is a sister oGeorge R. Mont

gomery, proie5sor or. pnuotopny in
the Yale divinity school.

A Big Savlnga Bank.

There is one savings bank in New
York city which has deposits of more
than $68,000,000, and a surpluj of
more than 7,uuu,wo,

ever that is. I do not know exactly
the process, and in fact, never heard
of embalmed milk until recently.
But there seems to be such a thing.
The babies, I guess, have more at
stake than the grown persons, be

cause of the extensive use of the bot-

tle. Efforts have been making for

some time iu the larger cities to get

purer milk for the babies, and many
methods have beeu resorted to along
this line. Doctors advised for awhile
that the milk be boiled before using,
but it was found that this would not
do. Babies were about to starve to
death on sterilized milk. It wasdeath

by poison on the one hand and death

by starvation on the other. But this
is simply one of the minor phases of
the milk problem. Clean, pure,

healthy milk is one of the crying
needs of the hour. The public health

depends very largely upon a solution
of the milk problem. The tuber
culous cow, too, must come in for con

sideration when the milk problem is

discussed. I was talking to a veter

inary surgeon a few days ago, and he
said there was no question about the
claim that diseases are frequently
transmitted by the use of impure, un
wholesome milk. The cow may he in
a feverish condition, in which event
the disease mav be transmitted to the

person using the milk. By actual ex-

periment it has been found that tick!
transmit fevers from one cow to an

other, and it is equally as well settled
that the unhealthy condition of fhe
cow may be bequeathed to member!
of the human family w ho happen to
use the milk. Hence the milk prob
lem has become a question of much

concern, and physicians and health
officers generally throughout the

country are making every effort to
solve the problem. Pure milk is the
demand in all the large cities at pres
ent, but what method will finally be
hit upon cannot be guessed at this
time.

UNCLE SI'S MISTAKE.

Got Into Tronble by Making Display ot
Hn Fine Feelings.

"No, Mandy," said Uncle Si, "I'll
never try to follow the example of a

great man ag'in."
"What s the matter now, Silas?"

she asked.

"Well," he said, "while I was up to

the city yesterday there was a funeral

procession come along. It happened
that it passed where Stubb?, the great
writer, was standin', an' he took off

his hat an' stood with bowed head."

"Well, that showed what fine feel

ings he has, Silas."
Course it did, an the people all

said: 'Ain't it beautiful and what a
noble man,' an' the mourners in the
hacks cried wuss 'an ever. An' it did
look purty, so when another perecs- -

sion passed I stepped out in frontand
took off my hat."

"You blamed fool!"

"Ye?, I stepped out an' took off my
hat, an' the mourners commenced to

laugh an' the little boys throwed

stones, an a big policeman took me
down to the jail, where a doctor came
in an' asked me how long I had been
seein' things an' when I first noticed
the severe headaches. They ain't no
use talkin', Mandy, you got to git
your picters in the papers an' on the
cigar box lid before you kin make a

public display of your fine feeling!
an' peculiarities." Indianapolis Sun.

Bow to Flatter.

The tribute of unexpected praise
is more grateful to a person than tha
reward for which he works hardest
and is most confident. It discovers to
him new and pleasing attributes. It
has all the zest and relish that tha

particular always has more than tha
general. And, besides, for the per-

son who happens to light upon some

little favorite trick of individuality
and to notice and to comment upon it
the reward is great. Such a flatterer

it in the heart of the flattered one,
throned with the authority of discern-

ment; he is considered forever after
as t critic of the first importance.

Everyone has a hobby, an idiosyn-

crasy, visible or invisible; it is the art
of the flatterer to discover it andhia
icience to w it to his eodi.

looked radiantly happy
"What became of Rharu Sing,

though?" asked Trelawney.
"Oh, he escaped; went north, I be-

lieve, and, as far as I know, is living
yet."

"And the snakes?"

"Oli, we left them to those wholike
them. My wife doesn't, neither do

," said Stevens emphatically. Ca-

nadian Magazine.

IT WAS A FREE GIFT.

Even Then the Squatter Called tht Owner

Bard Names.

"I bought a piece of land out in

North Uakota several years ago," said

the man from Pittsburg to a Boston

(ilobe re porter, "andlast month, hear-

ing that a squatter had taken posses-

sion, I journeyed out there toseewhat
ought to be done in the case.

"I found the family in a sod house

and vcrv comfortable. The man ac

knowledged my claim, but calmly ad-

vised me to go to law about it. 1 went

to see a lawyer, and after bearing my
statement he said:

" 'Yes, the land is yours, and if you
authorize me to go ahead I can put
you in possession. It will take time,
however.'

" 'How long?'
" 'Well, say five vears. These cases'

move slow. As to the costs, I can't
exactly say. but $2.10 ought to cover
it. Then there is the squatter.'

" 'What have I got todowith him?'
" 'You'll have to pay for the im-

provements he's made, and he'll prob-

ably be able to show worth.
Then there'll be the crops.'

" 'What crops?'
"Why, the crops he would have put

in if you hadn't been trying todispos-ses- s

him. He will probably value
these at another $500.'

'"Anything more?" I asked, with

what was meant to be sarcasm.
" 'Well, he will be entitled to have

l'J men view the place once a year,
and each view w ill cost you $18.'

'"That's about $800, and I paid
onlv half of that for the farm. In
fact, I'd sell it for $350.'

"'Yes?'
" 'And as a lawyer what would you

advise me to do?'
" 'There's only one sensible course

lor you to pursue, ne repiieti as lie

began to write out a receipt. '(Jive
the man a free deedAf the land anti-

hand me $1" in cash for legal advice.'

"It jarred me for a minute, said
the I'ittsburgher, "but I realized that
it was my best way out, and I took

it. 1 leit sorry lor tne squatter,
though. I carried him the deed my-

self, and when 1 placed it in his hands
he broke down and cried.

"It wasn't for joy, however. By
deeding him the land I had siuckhirn
for back taxes amounting to $18, and
he rose up and called me a soulless
human hyena."

THE BEAST.

Laughed When Be Told flow Smoothly
Be Bad Worked an Old Game.

"Did you see the doctor

John?"
"Y'es, dear."
"What did he ay was the matter

with you?"
"Nothing much yet."
"What did hegive you?"
"He said medicine was not what I

needed."

"Oh, John! What does he want

you to do?"
"He recommended rest and quiet,

and said I needed only a changeof air,
food, scene and associates, so I think
I will go up the lakes for a week's fish-

ing."
And the beast laughed about it

afterward when he told how smoothly
he had worked it. Indianapolia
Sews.

Core for Be Stints.

For bee stings salt at all times it a

good cure. Sweet oil, pounded mal-

lows or onions, powdered chalk made
into a paste with water, or weak am-

monia, are also efficacious-- .

A Definition of fact

Tact is a way of getting what you
want without letting others knowyou
want it, Chicago Daily Newt,

ascent somewhat easier. Eventually
we reaclud the roof, and clambering
over the rtst of the irregularities got
to the window or slit in the center,
and immediately beneath which was

our object.
''Lullabies of Schumann were varied

by gavottes and waltzes by Strauss,
and occasionally a march by (iodfrey,
and had it not been for the horrible

danger to the player inside the weird

scene would have enthralled us," and

Stevens took a long draught. We

said nothing, and he proceeded.

'"Fortunately for us, the place was

crumbling and in a stateof decay, or
we could never have donewhat we did.

After some haid work w e managed to

enlarge the aperture in the roof right
over the girl's bead, until we felt sure
it was large enough to pass a human

being through. I then leant over the
hole and told her in clear and distinct
tones what we meant to do to rescue

her. She looked up mutely and

nodded, still keeping up the bewitch-

ing music and still holding the yellow
and black skinned serpents enchant-
ed and sxll-boiin-

"BrisUme had by this time a good
slip-kn- made at the end of our im-

provised line, and was tying one end

of it toa projection on the roof. 'Twas

then that we heard natives shouting
in the distance.

" 'We've no time to lose,' said Bris-

bane, as I quickly took the rope and

lowered it through the opening, care-

fully dropping the noose over the

girl's shoulders. Instantly she

dropped her violin, pushed the noose

further down her body and clung to

the rope, while we at the top gave a

long, steady haul, which brought our

precious burden hanging in mid-ai- r

seven or eight feet abovethe whirling.

seething mass of snakes, who, now

that the spell bad been broken, were

darting at the marble slab and the... ,.i i i i
uirl s violin. Another long nam aim
our young lady was just beneath the

hole, and we gently pulled her

through and on to the roof, where,

trup to the tradition of her sex, she

promptly fainted.
"The natives were coming nearer,

and a few had already collected out-

side the temple and were showing

signs of excitement. We laid our bur-

den down and I gave her a lavish do-- e

of my brandy flask. We had our re-

volvers, and meant to give the natives

some stiir work before they captured
us, and, of course, we had good hopes
of being rescued ourselves before that

transpired. The girl soon revived un-

der my ministrations, and we made

her as comfortable as was possible un-

der the circumstances. She wasale-cidedl- y

pretty girl, blue eyes, golden
hairand all that sort of thing, andthe

beggars who had put her in the temple
had taken most of her clothes, thus

leaving her more exposed to the bites
of the reptiles. It was a trifle em-

barrassing. a3 we had never met be-

fore, though Brisbane whispered to
me that it was the colonel's lostdaugh-ter- .

He knew her by sight.
"Meanwhile the natives, being

stirred up by that arch-villai- Rham

Sing, were crowding round the tem

ple, and gazing up at us with no very
friendly looks. I could see the old

fiend, with his ghastly face and priest-

ly garments, inflaming the crowd to
attack us, which they shortly did; a few
shots rung out, and we heard some
bullets go whizzing past. Brisbane
and I fired simultaneously at Kham

Sing, but whether it was owing to the
uncertain light, or his having a

charmed life, I don't know; anyway,
we both misled him, and were reward
ed by a malignant glare from him, di-

vided between our two selves and the
girl, and a volley of bullets which pat
tered all about us, hitting nothing but
the stonework.

"Matter. wer getting interesting,

search for t he girl, as theeolonel was

nearly distracted. We left at about

''ten p. m riding fast, and shortly
afterwards the moon came out in all

her silvery beauty, making it almost

as light as day. Ye were neither of

? inclined to talk, so barring an occa-

sional remark, we proceeded in si-

lence.

"After a long interval we heard the
faint sounds of a violin being played.
It was wonderful and remarkably
strange, but unmistakable. Brisbane
said: 'By jove. who the devil's play-

ing a violin here?' You must remem-

ber that the whole country was great-

ly excited, and that no Kuropenn was

at all then. We pricked up our

ears, and hurried our horses, and as

we approached nearer the sounds, a

small native temple came into view,
the music grew louder, and we

nized me of Strauss' tendcrest
waltzes. 'It's in the temple,' I 'ven-

tured to remark, and halting our
horses we dismounted cautiously to
reconnoiter. We managed, by pull-

ing ourselves up with our hands, to

have a peep inside, and what we saw

made our blood freeze. Inside, where
the moonbeams fell, all was bright and

" clear, w hich served only to accentuate
the darker recesses of the gloomy
place. In thecenterof thefloor,upon
a slab of white marble, about a foot

high, stood a lovely European girl
clothed in white and playing her
violin, never ceasing. Around her,
gently swaying to the rhythm of the

music, were snakes innumerable, large
and small, principally cobras. As they
swayed back and forth, up and down,
in their shiny, lissom black and yel-
low skins, the bright moonlight tinged
them all, as it were, with fire, and
made their wicked little eyes and

tongues scintillate and sparkle again.
Such was the sight that rewarded our

curiosity. I whispered to Brisbane
as soon as I could speak, then said in

a clear voice to the girl: 'Keep on

playing, help is near.' The young
musician started, nodded her head,
and still kept the music rolling off

her violin and floating through the
archesof the temple, while the dancers
of death kept tip their dance.

s J'lt't that fieudlj priest, Bhjn


